Chardon Christian Fellowship
Home Fellowship Lessons
The Beatitudes
Lesson 10: Blessed are You when Men Persecute You (Matthew 5:11-12)

I. INTRODUCTION
VERSE
Mt 5:3

BLESSED ARE …
Poor in Spirit

Mt 5:4

Those who Mourn

Mt 5:5

The Meek

Mt 5:6
Mt 5:7

Hunger & Thirst for
Righteousness
Merciful

Mt 5:8

Pure in Heart

Mt 5:9

Peacemakers

Mt 5:10

Persecuted

Mt 5:11-12
Mt 5:13
Mt 5:14-16

Persecuted (part 2)
Salt of the Earth
Light of the World

Explanation
Spiritually
bankrupt
Lament over their
sin
Gentle, mild,
‘resting in God’
Like tunnel-vision
focused on God
Heart of
compassion and
forgiveness
Heart devoid of
impurities; purged
We are His
shalom-makers;
workmanship of
righteousness
The world hates us
because of Christ;
to put to flight

REWARD
Kingdom of
Heaven
They shall be
comforted
Inherit the earth

Explanation
Salvation; citizen in Christ’s
kingdom
Forgiveness, assurance;
Holy Spirit is The Comforter
Rule with Christ on earth

Will be satisfied

Will be satiated or gorged

Will receive mercy

Spiritual forgiveness from
the Father

Will see God

See through spiritual eyes the
handiworks of God
Adopted as sons & daughters
through Blood of Christ

Called sons of God

Kingdom of
Heaven

Salvation; citizen in Christ’s
kingdom

II. LESSON
Read Matthew 5:10-12
A. Introduction
The Beatitudes detail 9 (some say 8) declarations of “supreme blessedness” in 10 verses.
Each describes a characteristic of a Christian’s heart, attitude or circumstances and the
outcome (consequences, blessings) as a result of that character.
The final Beatitude(s) are in Matthew 5:10-12. Some scholars combine verses 10-12
into one Beatitude since they are focus on diōkō (persecuted).
We will look separately and compare verse 10 with verses 11-12.
10

“Blessed are those who have been persecuted
for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. NASB

11

“Blessed are you when people insult you and
persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward in heaven is great; for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you. NASB
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B. What is the world doing?
1. Matthew 5:10 “… persecuted ...”
a. Persecute (root word is diōkō; to put in rapid motion; to put into flight, thus to pursue; to

follow, pursue the direction of; to follow eagerly, endeavor earnestly to acquire; to press forwards; to
pursue with malignity, persecute.) The actual derivative of diōkō in Matthew 5:10 is

dediōgmenoi which is a verb denoting past and present condition (“have and are being
persecuted”). A description of persecution (diōkō) is:
Matthew 23:34 ______________________________________________________
2. Matthew 5:11 “… insult, persecute, lie about you ...”
More details about the specifics of the persecution are given in Matthew 5:11
Matthew 5:11 ______________________________________________________
a. Revile (oneidizō; to heap insults on, denounce, find fault, rebuke)
Matthew 27:39-44 ______________________________________________________
1 Peter 4:14 ______________________________________________________
1 Peter 2:21-23 ______________________________________________________
b. Persecute (diōkō; to put in rapid motion; to put into flight, thus to pursue; to follow, pursue the
direction of; to follow eagerly, endeavor earnestly to acquire; to press forwards; to pursue with
malignity, persecute.)

1 Corinthians 15:9 ______________________________________________________
c. Say evil (ponēros; bad, the negative quality of an object; evil, wicked, crime, the negative moral

quality of a person or action opposed to God and his goodness; wicked deed, wicked thing; the Evil One,
a title of Satan) falsely (pseudomai; to lie, speak untruths)

John 8:48-49 ______________________________________________________
John 10:20 ______________________________________________________
*** Why do people do this, that is, lie about someone, insult someone, or make up evil
lies about someone? _____________________________________
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C. Why are we persecuted?
1. Matthew 5:10 “… for the sake of righteousness …”
The verse is heineken dikaiosynē (“on account of righteousness”). Righteousness:
righteousness; what is right and just; the act of doing what is in agreement with God's standards; the
state of being in proper relationship with God.

Romans 6:12-13 ______________________________________________________
2. Matthew 5:11 “… because of Me …”
The Greek word for “… Me …” is emoú (ἐμοῦ) which is translated as me, mine, my.
Grammatically it is emphatic and possessive.
Luke 24:44 (ESV) ______________________________________________________
1 Corinthians 5:4 (ESV) __________________________________________________

John 16:14,15 ______________________________________________________

Matthew 5:11 does not say: persecuted because __________________________________
Matthew 5:11 does say: persecuted because ____________________________________
1 Peter 2:9 ______________________________________________________
Titus 2:14 ______________________________________________________
D. Blessed outcome?
1. Matthew 5:10 “… Kingdom of Heaven.”
Kingdom of Heaven is the Kingdom with Christ as sovereign and includes those who
have professed faith in Him. Jesus is sovereign over this Kingdom and we are his
subjects & possessions. This was covered in lessons on Matthew 5:3 and Matthew
5:10.
2. Matthew 5:11-12 “… rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is
great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before
you …”
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This the first time we have reference in the Sermon on the Mount of a reward.
Or is it? ________________________________________________
Greek root word misthos is translated in English as “reward” or “due wages”. As a root
it is used 34 times in the New Testament.
There are some of the verses that point out that we will have ‘rewards’ for our deeds on
earth as Christians:
Matthew 6:1-3 ______________________________________________________

1 Corinthians 3:6-8 ______________________________________________________

III. CONCLUSION/APPLICATION
Let this motivate us, that when we ‘walk in’ or ‘stand up for’ righteousness, and are
persecuted, we earn a reward before the Lord. It will be enough to hear “… well done
good and faithful servant …” (Matthew 25:21,23) and have eternal life with Him;
however, we are told we will receive a reward for our actions as Christians.
James 1:12 ______________________________________________________
1 Peter 5;4 ______________________________________________________
Revelation 3:11 ______________________________________________________
Revelation 4:9-11 _________________________________________________
How is your behavior or actions when you are persecuted for righteousness sake?
Gaining any rewards? __________________________
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